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4 
MORAL INQUIRY. 


THE haly Fſalmiſt, as if particularly de- 


ſirous to awaken and enforce man to a ſelf - 


examination into his nature and conſe- 


moral conſideration the greateſt qu ation 1 


that ever Was aſked: © Loxp, What is man, 
that Tuo haſt ſuoh reſpect unto him? or 
the fan of man, that Thou ſo regardeſt 
him * The bare dnterrogation confers on 
man the higheſt hondour he is capable of re- 
ceiving; the acknowledged friendſhip of 
his Gop: and the anſwer, on a right un- 
derſtanding, will furniſh him with all the 
knowledge he has occaſion to poſſeſs; the 


knowledge of himſelf. But then ãt will require 


tb. he properly and fully diſcuſſed, and ex- 
plained; or that gloriaus and uſeful infor- 
mation, which might otherwiſe be deduced 
from ĩt, will be loſt in the maſt mortifying 


error. For a common and ſuperficial æead · 


* Plalm cxliv. 3. 
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ing of the queſtion, inſtead of firing the ſout 


into a blaze of gratitude, for ſuch marvel- 
lous condeſcenſion in ALM1G6HTY goodneſs, 
is apt to miſlead our underftanding, by fil 
ing our minds with a falſe idea of our own 
littleneſs. And which reflection, for want 
of a true and perfect knowledge of our na- 
ture, is very often, in religious declamation, 
carried into downright ſcandal and abuſe z 
and that by way of magnifying the DIT, 
and repreſenting” to man a lively picture of 
himſelf. Is then the Armicnry ſo limited 
and dependent in His exalted EMinence, 
that man's being trampled through the earth 
would ratſe the GophEAPD higher into the 
heavens? No. For, as the Martx of all 
things is InriniTE in his attributes, the di- 
ſtance between Him and His creature will 
appear equally great and wonderful; or, to 
à juſt ſpeculation, incomparably more ſo, 
though we ſhould do the juſtice to humanity, 
to place it in that honourable point of view, 
which, we hope, A moral inquiry into the na- 


tural worth and dignity of man ſhall prove it 


intitled to. For, inſtead of putting him out 
of conceit with himſelf, by decrying his na- 
ture, we ſhall, contrary to general cuſtom, 
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rather endeavour to inſpire him with an 


high, but a juſt idea of his true worth and 
importance; as a much better method, in 


our humble opinion, of filling his mind with 


noble ſentiments, and exciting that grateful 
obedience, and manly reſpect, which he owes 
both his Mak ER and himſelf, For neither 
Saint David, in the words juft quoted, nor 
any other of the ſacred writers, would pre- 

ſume to turn the workmanſhip of Heaven 
into ridicule and contempt ; and therefore, 
whenever the Scripture ſpeaks ſlightingly 
of man, that worm of duſt, and graſs of the 


Feld, it is only to be underſtood with re- 


{ſpect of the DEI, and as he ſtands oppoſed 
to IN FINITE PERFECTION. In all other re- 
ſpects, it treats him as a being, fearfully and 
wonderfully made! Whom Gop created but 
a little lower than the angels, and crowned 
with glory and honour! A creature! who 
partakes the power and glory of Ouxiro- 
TENCE! for in Him we live, and move, and 
kave our being! nay, are even commanded 
to follow His example, and be holy as HE 
is holy. A prvixE injunction, which never 
would have been impoſed on man, had the 
| A 2 
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* 4 MORAL INQUIRY. 
eye of ALMIGHTY creation betveld him in 3 
- deſpicable light. 

THrext is ne reaſon, which I cani fee, why 
man mitt be rum down to make m hun- 


ble; nay, perhaps, it may rather produce 
the contrary effect, and render him more 


haughty and aſpiring; as generous ſouls 
ſtruggle moſt to riſe, the more they are de- 
preſſed. Nay, doth not common obſervation 
experience a thouſand daily inſtantes of mo- 
deſty and affability iti our ſuperiots, and. the 
utmoſt arrogance and conceit in thoſe be- 
neath us? So that, it is not only injuſtice 


done our nature, but à labour loſt, to at- 


tempt, by railing at humanity, to induee men 
to entertain 4 mean opinion of themſelves z 
or, ſuppoſe they ſhould; humility would not 
be the conſequence. For a man may be ſett- 
ſible of his worthleſſueſs, and yet be as proud 
as Beelzebub. No: It is the noble ſoul, joined 
to a thorough towledge of ourſelves, which 
produceth Hutnility: Little minds are al- 
Ways proud. © Infblent airs belong only 
to flaves. Truly great men are not miſ- 
taken in their ſuperiority z they ſee, they 
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more: Ingratitude, avarice, envy, revenge, 
and almoſt all the vices incident to humani- 
fy, are the refult, the infallible ſigns and con- 


fequence of a little mind. And therefore, to 


perſuade man into 2 mean opinion of him- 
ſelf, would rather be attended with ill than 
good effect. Nay, even humility itfelf, (if 
thus degenerated, it may, with propriety, 
be tertned fo,) is, in little minds, rather ab- 


jectneſs than virtue. Add to all which: The 


mote you endeavour to leſſen a man in his 
own eſtimation, the more, in his opinion, 
you leſſen his obligation to his MAKER; and 
confequently weaken his acknowledgments, 
Whereas, ſhew a man what a noble being he 
is, and what glotious honours are defigned 
him! his future emoluments! his Chriſtian 
expectations and advantages! convince him 
of his full value, and make him ſet a juſt 
price on himſelf; and his gratitude will riſe 
in proportion to the debt, and ſin appear 
more ſcandalous, as you magnify his na- 
ture | 

To which end, the whole buſineſs of the 
following diſcourſe ſhall be, To ſhew man 
the neceſlity and advantage of knowing him- 
elf, and without which he can never ſup- 
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port his exalted ſtation, with ſuitable digni- 
ty, or give a ſatisfactory anſwer to the de- 
mand in queſtion: Loxpd, When I conſider 
Tux heavens, the work of Tar fingers, the 
moon and the ſtars which Thou haſt ordain- 
ed: What is man that Thou art mindful of 
him? and the ſon of man that Txov viliteſt 
him &? 

Know thyſelf, though the moſt conciſe, 
and ſeemingly moſt eaſy, is, perhaps, the 
hardeſt leſſon that ever was delivered the 
children of men. More difficult, perhaps, 
than for the blind to cleanſe their eyes of 
beams, or the phyſician to cure himſelf; and 


yet, as neceſſary as difficult. No prejudice 


being equal to one in favour of ourſelves, or 
any miſtake half ſo dangerous; and there- 
fore, as ſelf- conqueſt is the greateſt victory, 
ſo ſelf· knowledge is the greateſt, that is, the 
moſt beneficial wiſdom. So highly were 
theſe two words, Know thyſelf,” revered 
by the Heathen Mythologiſts, that they 
cauſed them, like the ten commandments 
of Moſes, to be written on a table of ſtone, 
and prefixed to the temple of Wiſdom. They 
are a Bible in themſelves, and comprehend 


* Plalm vill. 3, 4. 


A MORAL INQUIRY. tt. 
all the morals of virtue and humanity; and, 


though a full poſſeſſion of this knowledge 
cannot always enforce a performance of our 


duty; yet does it never fail, in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, to point out the obligation : that is, 
whatever the laws of Gop or Nature com- 
mand to be done, man's knowledge of him- 
ſelf gives a reaſon for doing it. Love the 
Loxp with all thy heart and ſtrength, faith 
the firſt and great commandment. Why? 
aſketh man. Becauſe, anſwereth ſelf-know- 
ledge, you cannot do leſs for your MAKER 


and PxESERVER. Thus ſelf- knowledge be- 


comes the great expoſitor of God's holy 
word; and man might as well think of ſail- 
ing round the globe, without the help of a 
compaſs, as attempt to read the Scriptures 
without this knowledge of himſelf: It is the 
grand regulator of all human conduct and 
proceedings; without which, it is impoſſible 
for any one to keep due time or motion; he 
muſt run retrograde, and vary: For man, 
Hke the earth he ſtands on, has his proper 
circle or ſphere of movement aſſigned him; 
to ſtep out of which, whether by aſcenſion 
or deſcenſion; that is, whether by meanneſs 
or preſumption; is equal error and deſtrue- 
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tt A MORAL INQUIRY, 

tion. The man ſtruck dead for imitating 
Jove's thunder, did not ſoar higher above 
his ſphere, than he whois guilty of unclean - 
neſs, ſinks himſelf beneath it. But ſure, the 

corruption of individuals is no reproach to 

the whole ſpecies; much leſs to human na- 

ture itſelf: Otherwiſe, the fall of Lucifer and 

his fiends, would, by a parity of argument, 

throw equal, if not ſuperior, cenſure and 
diſgrace on all the angelic inhabitants of 


heaven. But that is not the caſe; and there- | 


fore, it is as certain, that man may ſpeak 
too lowly of himſelt, as it is impoſſible for 
him to think too highly of his MAKER. Nor 
can I ſee, how the CEA Toxk's glory is ad- 
vanced by a defamation of his creature. Can 
a diminutive deſcription of a performance 
magnify the reputation of the artiſt? As well 
might we call the temple of Solomon a ru- 
ſtic hovel, and think we paid the arehitect 
who raiſed it a great compliment. On the 
contrary ; the more praiſe, within thecbounds 
of modeſt juſtice, we allow the creature, the 
greater honour we acknowledge due tothe 
CREATOR. Greater the work, greater the 
hand which formedit: More noble: the ſub- 
ject, more glorious the monareh! Anden 
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ſequently, it is not only inhuman, but pro- 
fane, to. depreciate and vilify an immortal 
production, which AL MIGHTY wiſdom and 
power have taken ſuch unwearicd pains a- 
bout! And, though exaltation be promiſed 
him who humbleth himſelf; yet is there 
great difference between humility and de- 
baſement. Nor is it either pivineE com- 
mand, or human duty, that man ſhould 
think little, but right, of himſelf. 

IT is certain, that man, compared to the 
DeiTy, is, if poſſible, much leſs than no- 
thing: And therefore, when I meditate the 
glorious ATTRIBUTES and PERFECTIONS of 
the Gopatapd! when 1 contemplate the ef- 
fulgent MajzsTY of Haven! enthroned in 
His ineffable purity and ſtate! and drop on 
a ſudden into myſelf; I am conſtrained to 
exclaim with the Centurion: Loxp, I am 
not worthy Tho ſhouldeſt enter under my 
roof. What! Almighty glory! Sovereign of 
eternity! and Max ER of all things! pay me 
a viſit! the poor, corrupted duſt of a dark 
obſcure corner! Incredible truth! Good- 
neſs almoſt as infinite in condeſcenſion, as 
HIMSELF is infinite in heighth! And what, 
were it not my duty to believe, would even 

_—— 


14 A MORAL INQUIRY, 
be profaneneſs to imagine. But then, wherf 
Irefle&t what mighty things have been done 
for me! My immortal expectations, and 
heavenly reverſions! How divinely favour- 
ed and allied! When 1 trace my origin, 
from the immediate offspring of the great 
Jerovan! a choſen veſſel of His own cre- 
ated matter! Formed by His own right 
hand, and animated with a beam of His 
own immortal SyixiT! When, with a men- 
tal retroſpect, I look back into paradiſe, and 
there behold my firſt progenitors in friendly 
walk and converſe with their Gop | While 
all creation, by Divine command, ſeem to 
bow obedient to their earthly lord! When 
I ſee angels and archangels deſcending on a 
thouſand meſſages from heaven to man; and 
even Gop HiMsELF! the Lonxp of hoſts! 
fighting the battles, and avenging the 
wrongs of my forefathers! When 1 take a 
furvey of human productions and diſcover- 
ies; from the ſtately bark, which, like the 
proud leviathan, takes its paſtime in the 
deep, down to the rein and bit, which tame 
and break the fiery ſteed to the will and uſe 
of man! From the bright tube, which 
| Pterces through the clouds, doww to the 
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dark combuſtible, which rends the rock! 
the liberal art! the philoſophic lore! the 
depth of ſcience! the numberleſs uſeful! 
learned! graceful acquirements! which lie 
within the reach of man: From the poliſhed 
ſcholar who treads a court, down to the 
{kilful hind who tills the glebe. When, with 
an eye of equal boaſt and grief, I view the 
only Sox of eternity, (born in my very 
likeneſs, and not aſhamed to call me bro- 
ther,) weep! ſuffer! bleed! and die for me! 
When I reflect on the immortal crown H1s 
victories intitle me to! how, from very in- 
fancy, I was conſecrated a living temple for 
His everlaſting abode! I cannot but look 
upon man, in that light, as a being of dig- 
nity, conſequence, and power! under whoſe 
feet the Gop of nature hath ſubjected all 
things, and ſet him over the works of His 
hands! even, at preſent, but little inferior 
to angels, and ſpeedily to be advanced on a 


level with the higheſt! 


' Loxp, What is man, that Thou ſhould- 
eſt magnify him? that Thou ſhouldeſt ſet 
THaiNE heart upon him; and viſit him every 
morning *? Interrogatories, certainly, ne- 
Job vi. 17,18, _ 
B 2 
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ver intended to create in man a mean opi» | 
nion of Humanity; but rather to fill him 
with grateful amazement, at the wonderful 
power and goodneſs of Omnipotence! For, 
if man, by nature, were a low, or ſcandal- 
ous being, it would throw a reflection on 
Divinity, not only for creating, but mag- 
nifying, loving, reſpecting, visiTinG him. 80 
that, inſtead of calling it an unbecoming 
pride, to think highly of Humanity, let us 
proclaim it an ignorant injuſtice to think 
otherwiſe. © Speak of man with tenderneſs 
and compaſſion, but never with contempt. 
Man! diſhonour not mankind *. For a pro- 
per and thorough contemplation and know- 
ledge of the ſubject, will prove it a queſtion 
not to be anſwered, but by the moſt exalted 
notes of ſelf-admiration ! Liſten to that great 
maſter of nature, the inſpired Shakeſpeare 
and hear him, in-an exploſion of aſtoniſh- 
ment; delineate the excellence of his nature, 
in a rapturous ſtrain of heavenly panegyric ! 
te What a piece of work is man! How noble 
in reaſon! How infinite in faculties! In 
form and movement, how expreſs and ad- 
mirable! In action, how Ie an Ange! bn 


| ® Rouſſeau, 


A MORAL INQUIRY. 17 


apprehenſion, how like a God! The beauty 
of the world! the paragon of animals “!“ 
Thus inſtructed to reply; now, let us aſk, 
What is man? While Chriſtian exultation 
re-echoes the query, and purſues the thought 
through a ſeries of reflection, until the ſoul 
arrive at a luxury of ſatisfaction! 

War is man? Why, a being called by 
ALMIGHTY Fiat out of nothing! raiſed and 
ennobled by his diſtinguiſhing favours on 
earth, and meant (inexpreſſible honour!) 
His eternal companion in the joys and glo- 
ries of the heaven of heavens! A being, in 
whom the Loxp hath pleaſure, and in whoſe 
praiſe our Gop hath confeſſed HiMsELF ho- 


noured! Immortal compliment Hear it! 


Glory! Exult Triumph! O man! and 
laud and thank thy Makzx with never- 


cealing adoration! For the Gop of heaven 
hath confeſſed HimstLF honoured in thy 


praiſe! whoſe general welfare is heaven's pe- 


culiar care, and who, henceforth, ſhall not 


be called ſervant, but (O glorious appella- 


tion!) FRIEND of the MosT HicnesT! 

whom Gop the. CxkATOR has endowed 

with capabilities to receive and enj 7 His 
Hamlet. 
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all-gracious favours! From whom the Fa- 


THER will not hide the thing which Hz 


doth, and to whom the Son hath made 
known all which HE hath heard of the Fa- 
THER! whom the FATHER hath promiſed 
his utmoſt deſire, and whom the Sox hath 
requeſted to aſk, and receive, that his joy 
may be full! Whom the FarHER fo loveth, 
that HE gave His only BzGoTTEN to an- 
{wer for his offences, and for whoſe redemp- 


tion the Sox has as freely offered up H1M- 


SELF! In whom the HoLy GnrosT, the 
CoMFoRTER, hath choſen to abide! and 
whom the TREE GREAT ALMIGHTIES in 
TziniTyY ſeem to contend, with united e- 
mulation, waica ſhall moſt oblige with the 
higheſt marks of their immortal honours! 
Tuts is to Know ourſelves; and this is a 
knowledge will never fail to ſhew us our 
duty to Gop, our neighbour, and ourſelves. 
It muſt, rightly underſtood, and properly 
conſidered, fill our hearts and ſouls with all 
the humility, gratitude, love, praiſe, and 
adoration, which an happy being can pay 
its divine CREATOR! and inſpire us with 
that becoming pride, not to do any thing 
which may ſtain or debaſe our exalted na- 


To 


ror iran Me ati. i. Mo, 


A MORAL INQUIRY. rg 


ture! For how can a man but be humble, 


who is fully convinced, that himſelf, and all 
he poſſeſſes, entirely depend on another? 
And how can he chuſe but be proud, when 
he knows that oTHER is no leſs than the 
ALMIGHTY HIMSELF? But then, @ &now- 
ledge of himſelf will ſo moderate that pride, 
and ſo ſupport that humility, that he will 
neither dare to oftend his MAKER, by any 
preſumptuous tranſgreſſion, nor diſgrace 
himſelf by a mean one. 

IT is true, man's immoralities are, in fact, 
rather owing to a wilful indulgence of his 
corrupt inclinations, than to any ignorance 
of his duty. But then, though a want of 
knowing himſelf may not be the immediate 
cauſe of offence; yet a rational portion of 
that knowledge, operating on the mind, like 
a lively faith, may be the ſure means of a- 
voiding it. Indeed, there be ſome who go 
aſtray with their eyes open, like people who 
walk in their ſleep; but then, thoſe are eyes 
which the goſpel condemns for want of 
ſight; eyes which ſee not. For I am fully 
convinced, that a man, who is truly ſenſible 
of his obligations to HEAVEN, his natural 
worth and dignity; that reverential reſpect 
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and moral conduct due and befitting a crea? 


ture ſo highly born and endowed, ſetting p1- 
VINE prohibition and commandment entire- 
ly aſide, can never live in the practice of ſin. 
I grant you, as man is naturally frail, and 
not yet arrived to a ſtate of perfection, that 
the very beſt of men, and ſuch as have ſwal- 


lowed moſt of the Tree of Knowledge, may 


fometimes be ſurpriſed or provoked, to for- 
get themſelves: Humanum eſt errare; et ne- 
mo mortalium omnibus horis ſapit. It is natu- 
ral for man to err; and no one is wiſe at all 


times. But then, they will as ſuddenly re- 
collect and depart from their iniquities; that 
is, their tranſgreſſions will be more momen- 


tary, and leſs frequent; and they not only 
ſorry to have diſpleaſed their Mak ER, but 
alſo aſhamed to have demeaned themſelves; 
not hating ſin ſo much on account of any 


wordly ſhame or puniſhment, or any evil 


conſequence attendant on it here, as becauſe 


it is offenſive to Gop, abominable in i %, 


and unbecoming their own greatneſs. For ſo 
odious is ſin to Gop, that Hz became incar- 
nate, and died in the fleſh to deftroy it! $0 


frightful in itſelf; that, as the poet divinely 
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fings, © to be hated, it needs but to be ſcent; 
ſo degrading of man, that, like the ſpells of 
Circe, it transforms him to a brute! 

Wur, what would you think of a prince, 
the ſon and heir of a mighty monarch, whoſe 
depravity of taſte and manners, inſtead of 
enkindling him to a reliſh of men and exer- 
ciſe ſuitable to his birth, ſhould ſcandalize 
his royalty, by a mean and vicious inclina- 
tion, to participate the loweſt amuſements, 
and mingle with the moſt vulgar aſſociates? 
And yet there is not a Chriſtian beggar who 
leads a profligate life, and wallows in vice, 
but acts more out of character, and puts a 
greater affront on his manhood; who doth 
not deviate more from the end of his crea- 
tion, and more diſappoint the expectation of 
"Heaven. For he is born to a crown im- 
mortal! has angels for brothers! and the 
King of Glory for a Father! his breath of 
life is the Spirit of Gop! and his body the 
likeneſs of his Maxerx! And if it be high 
treaſon to deface the image of earthly roy- 


alty, hinted upon droſs; what muſt it be to 


t Vice is a monſter, of ſuch frightſul mien, 
As, to be hated, needs but to be ſeen. 

| . Eſſay on Nan. 
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diefigure the MajesTY of Heaven imprint- 
ed on the ſoul? Why, the moſt higheſt ] of 
all high treaſon thricetold : It is rank rebel- 
lion againſt the KING of Kings; and is, if we 
may be allowed the expreſſion, a murder 
committed on our own immortality! 
Tuus you ſee, how eſſentially neceſſary, 
to a capacity of performing his duty, and 
acquitting himſelf with that honour and o- 
bedience, becoming a child of Gop, and an 
inheritor of the kingdom of heaven! it is for 
a man to know himſelf 5 a knowledge! of 
more human benefit and import, than all 
the learned erudition of the ſchools! A 
knowledge! which never can grow ſtale or 
uſeleſs; of equal ſafety and ornament to an- 
gel, as to man; and what had Satan been 
maſter of, would, in all probability, have pre- 


vented his fall: 


The proper ſtudy, — 
ſaith the fame immortal bard *, 
* of In Fry is man.“ 


- But then the 8 as well as the miſ- 


4 A bold ſuperlative, authorized by the Pſalmiſt ; who 
hath more than once diſtinguiſhed the Al uiourr by the 
ſtyle and title of the MosT HiGnssr. 


of Pope. 
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-- Hortune of it, is, that we ſtudy others inſtead 
of ourſelves. Strange to think! there are in 
the world able to write an hiſtory of all their 
neighbours, who know little or nothing of 
themſelves; who have eyes like the lynx- to 
ſpy faults in another, and blind to their own 
failings, as the Phariſee in the temple: like 
ſome travellers who never having toured 
their native country, can give a much bet- 
ter account of foreign nations, than the place 
they were born in: or like painters, who 
have every one's picture in the drawing- 
room of their mind, but their own; for that 
they muſt fit, and be obliged to another: 
from prejudice, ignorance, and vanity, ſq 
unqualified to portrait their own likeneſs, 
that, ſhould they attempt it, nobody would 
know it but themſelyes. 

LEARN then, O man! to ſtudy thyſelf; 
and from a knowledge of what thou art, 
arrive at a capacity of hecoming what thou 
oughteſt to be; which, without that knowe 
ledge, thou never canſt attainz and with 
that knowledge, it will hardly be poſſible for 
thee ever to fail. A due reflection on man's 
high birth and calling, the beginning and 
end of his creation, with all their attendant 
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circumſtances, will fink into his mind with 
deeper impreſſion, than the debtor's ſeal up- 
on his bond; and enforce a punctual obſery- 


| ance of the obligation, from the eaſe of the 


condition: For man's tenure of Heaven is 
only a pepper-corn a year during life; and 
who would forfeit ſo invalyable a title, for 


ſo infignificant a rent-charge? Nay, but it is 


leſs : For the Chriſtian-charter, by which 
man holds poſſeſſion of Gop's immortal 
grace and favour, only defires him—To en- 


joy a world of bleſſings; and think with 
gratitude on the generous BxxnEFacToR— 


O! yoxE or FREEDOM! O! BuRTHEN MOST 
LIGEHT! 


THE END, 


E I. * 8 £ 2 


IN MEMORY OF 


MR. GEORGE STAYLEY, 


4 


J. 119 9111. 


WHAT time the damps of dewy evening riſe, 


And cloud with miſts the blue-topt dripping cavesz 


When pale-fac'd Cynthia from the lucid fkies, 
Chequers the ſhades, and trembles o'er the waves; 


Beneath yon cypreſs that embowers the grave, 
Where ſleeps poor STATLEY, to the Muſes dear! 
Damoectas wept; and to his memory gave, 

What Wealth denied, a tributary tear! 


« Ye woods! he cried, ye deep umbrageous groves | 
Whoſe gloomy covert Contemplation aids; 

Ye lonely wilds! where Melancholy roves, 
Receive me to your venerable ſhades. 


* 


Your dark receſſes ſuit my grief ſincere; 

In ſorrow here, my penſive ſteps I'll bend; 
Here pay the laſt ſad tribnte of a tear, | 
To a once lov'd, ah! now departed, friend! 
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My fighs with thine, Moni! ſwell the gale; 
O he was worthy of thy tendereſt care! 

Can bigots blame us, while we thus bewail; 
Thou the fond huſband—I the friend fincere l 


. 


How can the poor Mon1m1a check her woes? 
His helpleſs infants, they may well deplore; 
The kindeſt, beſt of huſbands did ſhe loſe! 

A father's fond regard they'll ſhare no more! 


Ye godlike few! to virtue ever prone; 
Whoſe generous breaſts no ſordid paſſion know, 
Whoſe tears diſtill for ſorrows not your own, 

- Whoſe feeling boſoms melt for other's woe 


In him bewail theſe virtues lowly laid, 

O give his once conſpicuous worth its due 
Tis meet theſe ſad ſolemnities be paid; 
He had a heart benevolent, like you! 


Unſkill'd was he in Flattery's cunning leer; 
His manly breaſt diſdain'd the ſeryile bow: 

To chearleſs Poverty he gave a tear; 

And wiſh'd for riches—that he might beſtow | 


How would he weep for virtue in diſtreſs! 

At others loſſes, would his boſom grieve ! 

But dire Adverſity had mark'd him his, 

And ſtay'd his hand ſtretch d forward to relieve 
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Yet STATLEY reſts, with all his virtues crown'd, 
Beneath this humble turf inglorious laid! 


No generous patron ſigns of ſorrow ow d 
By peaſant hands his funeral rites were paid! 


Shall venal praiſe immortal ſong profane ? 
And modeſt merit diſregarded die! 

Forbid it, ye that ſwell the Muſes train; 
And with Damoetas heave the friendly figh. 


For long a favourite of the Muſe was he; 
With Mantuan fkill the ſacred lyre he ſtrung: 
To vice unknown, from every folly free, 

He lies immingled with the ignoble throng ! 


Hear this and bluſh, ye wealthy, and ye proud! 
Amid vain affluence reclin'd at eaſe; 

On worth like his, was this the meed beſtow'd! 
This the reward for all his care to pleaſe! 


Dread o'er the ſtage while HamLEeT'sſpettre trod? 
How did his grief your genuine pity raiſe !— 


The air-drawn dagger while he frantic view'd! 


Did ye not oft in ſilent horror gaze? 


Wept the misfortunes of unhappy LE AR; 
And many a ſigh for deaths ideal gave 

And yet, entomb'd, deny the friendly tear, 
The ſigh of ſympathy, o'er STA TLEr's grave! 
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miſery his infants weep! . 
0 Belp unable, hear Moninia grieve, - 
Dr roofs of 82 creep, 


01 "RENE; wipe out this fhameful 
From chearleſs poverty his family raiſe; 
 Mon1n14's bleflijig fo ſhall ye — 4 


He homeward took his ſolitary way- _ 
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Dark midnight reign'd ben penſively a 
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